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"When America was attacked on 9/11, we immediately said that we would never allow it to happen again. Today, America

is under attack from homegrown white nationalist terror (facilitated by an unchecked corporate gun lobby) and the

response from too many of our leaders is still 'thoughts and prayers.' It remains easier to buy weapons of war than a bottle

of beer. We’ve traumatized an entire generation and are set to traumatize yet another. Meanwhile, every day, one at a

time, we continue to lose an average of 100 lives to gun violence (disproportionately in black and brown communities) all

around the country, including in my hometown. Weapons like the one I carried in Afghanistan have no place on our streets

or in our schools. To meet this urgent national security crisis and secure our communities, the politics of cut-and-paste

condemnation and inaction must give way to a new and different approach."

Action Plan to Combat the National Threat

Posed by Hate and the Gun Lobby
Summary of Key Points - For the full plan, visit peteforamerica.com

Dedicate $1 billion to prevent and combat radicalization and violent extremism:

- Empower law enforcement (including the FBI, state and local authorities) with greater resources for preventing

domestic terrorist attacks before they occur: More than 70% of international terrorism arrests occur before violence

takes place. With domestic terrorism, the opposite is true: 72% of arrests occur after a violent act.

- Increase the FBI’s domestic counterterrorism field staff and strengthen ties to state and local authorities

- Expand our ability to track hate. We can’t combat what we can’t measure. We must pass the No Hate Act, the

Durbin-Schneider Domestic Terrorism Prevention Act, and the Domestic Terrorism DATA Act. Restore federal

funding for the Global Terrorism Database.

- Reinvest in DHS’ ability to prevent and fight extremism, violence, and hate.

- Pursue domestic white nationalists with international terrorism links. The FBI arrests international terrorist suspects

through constant vigilance and it should do the same against violent white supremacist groups.

- Address the link between gender-based violence & domestic terrorism.

 

Stop the spread of violent extremism online:

- Work with social media/online platforms to identify and limit the spread of hateful ideology. Federal funding for

tech innovation and training should be used to help improve the software tools that can identify and track far-right

extremism, within the boundaries of internet companies’ terms of service and consistent with the First Amendment.

- Name and shame online platforms and other companies that refuse to take steps to curb use by hate groups.

 

Make sure guns don’t get into the wrong hands:

- Institute universal background checks.

- Close the “boyfriend loophole.” We need to close loopholes that will reduce the number of intimate partner

homicides, including extending laws to apply to dating partners in the same way that they treat spousal partners.

- Close the “Charleston loophole.” Under federal law, if a federally-licensed gun dealer who has initiated a

background check has not been notified within 3 business days that the sale would violate federal or state laws, the

sale can go forward by default. Until a check is completed, gun sales must be prohibited from taking place.

- Close the hate loophole. Hate & bigotry have motivated some of the deadliest mass shootings in our nation’s history.

We must pass the Disarm Hate Act to prohibit people convicted of hate crimes from acquiring or possessing firearms.

- Ban assault weapons and high-capacity magazines. Military-grade weapons and high-capacity magazines have no

place in our neighborhoods.

- Support red flag laws that allow a judge to seize legally-owned guns if someone is determined to be an immediate

threat to themselves or others. Congress should pass the Extreme Risk Protection Order Act to facilitate intervention.

- Establish a nationwide gun licensing system. This increases accountability for both sellers and buyers, and makes it

less likely that a prohibited individual will be able to obtain a gun.

- Resume federal funding for gun violence research.



Our democracy is broken when 90% of Americans (including most Republicans and gun owners) support a policy like

universal background checks, and Congress can completely ignore the will of the American people. Forcing our

political system to respond will require dramatic action to build and sustain political power. If you’re sickened by the

seemingly endless cycle of bloodshed and bigotry, you don’t even have to wait until the next election. All across the

country, there are grassroots advocates mobilizing to pass common-sense gun laws that will keep our communities

safe. Take action and become an advocate today.

 

Call your senators and demand they reconvene immediately to act on gun safety and hate.

The House already passed bipartisan legislation in February that would strengthen background checks, but the bill

has not brought to a vote in the Senate. Either this Senate needs to respond to the American people, or this Senate

needs to be replaced. Dial 877–615–7198 to call your Senator and demand they return from August recess, take

action to prevent gun violence, and condemn hate at the highest levels of government.

 

Build the power of those who won’t accept the status quo anymore.

For decades, we’ve been told the NRA is unbeatable. Our leaders (both Democrats & Republicans) have bought into

this fallacy. But a new generation of leaders has refused to accept the status quo, and they’re building the political

power to make real change. Help build their power by contributing to these or other similar organizations "Giffords:

Courage to Fight Gun Violence," "Moms Demand Action," "Brady: United Against Gun Violence," "March for Our

Lives," and the "Community Justice Reform Coalition."

 

End the filibuster as we know it.

While we work to take back the Senate, we must also reform it. For too long, Senate Republicans have used the

filibuster to thwart the will of the American people. In 2013, in the wake of the massacre at Sandy Hook Elementary

School, bipartisan, common-sense gun safety legislation failed despite receiving 54 votes in the Senate. It’s a pretty

basic idea: if the vast majority of Americans support a policy, it shouldn’t require more than a simple majority in the

Senate. Call on your senators and Senate candidates to support ending the filibuster as we know it.
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Combating hate requires us to build not only policy and political solutions, but cultural and civic ones as well. At the

local level, our neighbors and coworkers much more readily treat each other as human beings rather than some

category to be demonized. Repairing our social fabric must be part of our approach to taking on this challenge.

 

Empower local leaders to take action.

Use federal grants to empower local leaders (including mayors, law enforcement officials, faith-based organizations,

school officials & students, nonprofit leaders and the business community) to find and implement best practices for

violence and hate prevention.

 

Strengthen the social fabric of our nation.

The hatred and ignorance manifested in these murderous manifestos is facilitated by a society that has become

increasingly alienated from one another. In these times of growing division, it is more important than ever to create

shared experiences. And as I found when I deployed to Afghanistan, where I learned to trust with my life people who

had nothing in common with me except that we were all Americans, service is a great way to rediscover the bonds

that hold us together when others seek to tear us apart. In addition to getting to know your neighbors and

participating in local service opportunities, learn more about our call to national service here.

 

In America, things are impossible until they happen. Time and time again, from marriage equality to affordable health

insurance, we have seen an energized America make incredible breakthroughs. It will require a new way of thinking

about our problems and how to meet them, but together we will create change.
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